AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.114(c) 
U.S. Appln. No. 10/684,822 



Attorney Docket No. Q77654 



REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the subject application are respectfully requested. By 
this Amendment, Applicant has amended claims 1, 5, 7, and 9. Upon entry of this Amendment, 
claims 1-17 are all the claims pending in the application. In response to the Office Action, 
Applicant respectfully submits that the claims define patentable subject matter. 

I. Overview of the Office Action 

Claims 1-3, 5, 7, 9, and 1 1-17 are rejected as being anticipated by Otsuki (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,250,734). Claims 4, 6, 8, and 10 are allowed. Applicant respectfully traverses the 
rejections of claims 1, 5, 7, and 9. 

II. Analysis 

As a preliminary matter, Applicant thanks the Examiner for indicating that claims 4, 6, 8, 
and 10 are allowed. 

The Examiner maintains that Otsuki discloses all of the features of independent claims 1, 
5, 7, and 9. Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's position and submits that the 
claims are not anticipated by Otsuki. 

Applicant respectfully submits that there is no teaching or suggestion in Otsuki of the 
feature "a second printing mode wherein, in the second printing mode, a plurality of relatively 
small images in the direction of the sub-scanning are printed based on second image data", as 
recited in independent claim 1 and analogously recited in independent claims 5, 7, and 9. 
Accordingly, this feature of the claim requires a printing mode where plural smaller images are 
printed based on second image data (see for example pages 26-29 of the original specification). 
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The Examiner appears to cite FIG. 1 1 of Otsuki as allegedly disclosing this feature of the 

claim. However, FIG. 1 1 of Otsuki merely shows the state of dots created according to a dot 

creation control procedure, and the position of nozzles in the sub-scanning direction of each pass 

of the main scan (see column 10, lines 50-67 of Otsuki). Although Otsuki appears to teach using 

a different printing mode from a standard printing mode, it is quite clear that only a single image 

is printed, since Otsuki teaches: 

[T]he completion of the image here accordingly does not mean the completion of 
printing of the whole input image data, but implies the completion of the image 
according to the standard printing routine (emphasis added). 1 

Otsuki further discloses: 

After completion of the image by the standard printing operation, the CPU 41 
carries out printing of the image by the intermediate processing at step S300 in the 
flowchart of FIG. 8. 1 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that there is no teaching or suggestion in 
Otsuki of "a second printing mode wherein, in the second printing mode, a plurality of relatively 
small images in the direction of the sub-scanning are printed based on second image data ", as 
required by independent claims 1, 5, 7, and 9. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 1, 5, 7, and 8 should 
be allowable because the cited reference does not teach or suggest all of the features of the 



- Column 11, line 66 to column 12, line 5. 
1 Column 12, lines 43-51. 
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claims. Claims 2, 3 and 11-17 should also be allowable at least by virtue of their dependency on 
independent claims 1, 5, 7, and 9. 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Kelly G. Hvndman 39.234/ 
SUGHRUE MION, PLLC Kelly G. Hyndman 

Telephone: (202)293-7060 Registration No. 39,234 

Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

w — 7 T 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 

Date: August 10, 2007 
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